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BEFORE THE FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES CONMISSION 

In the Ilatter of: 

Opinion requested by 
John C. Xorrlssey ; 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 1 

1 

No. 75-OG5-c 
August 7, 1975 

, 

BY THE CO:PlISSlO;3: \kz have been asked Lie following ques- 
tions by John C. Nvrrissey, Pacific Gas and Electric Company: 

,’ Most PG&E employees who are registered as "lobbyists" under 
the Act also perform other dutles'and therefore allocate OIIli’ a 
portion of their time to activities reportable to "lobbying.M 

If such a lobbyist ~110 has other non-lobbying 
duties has a meal with another company employee 
who is also a registered lobnyist, is the time 
spent in the restaurant and is the cost of the 
meal (as reimbursed to the lobbyist by the com- 
pany) reportable as an expense made xn connection 
with the lobbyist's activities "influencing 
leglslatlve or administrative. actron' under 
Section 8GlO6(a) u any of tne following cases: . 

a. If the purpose of the meal is to discuss 
in general various means by whrch legis- 
lative or admrnistrative action can be 
influenced; 

b. If the purpose of the meal is to discuss 
a specific issue upon which the lobbyist 
is preparing research for eventual use in 
connection with inf1uencing.a specific 
legislative or administrative action; 

C. If the purpose of the meal is to discuss 
general political or governmental matters, 
without any discussion of any specific 
1egislattiJe or administrative action; 

d. If the purpose of the meal is to discuss 
general industry or company problems, 
which might or might not be or become 
the subject of leglslatrve or administrative 
actions; 
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e. If the purpose of the meal 1s to discuss 
company bus~~css ~:hlch has no rela-tron 
to lobbyrng (including adiiinistrative and 
personnel matters). 

A lob>y~sL \Tho incurs e:pezises in con:~ection :>ith 112s 
actrxriti.es as a lobbyist is reouired to establish an "a~count,~ 
Gove r~'r:.?t Co% Section EGlO5,Lj' !:hich under the regulations 
of the Cor31sslon ma;' consist of a ban': acco"?c or a ledqeL- 
accoun k. 2 Cal. Adm. code sect1cn lSGl5(a) (11. The ldx~ 1st 
is rcLquircd to report eacn disburser,ent fro1 t!>e accod,>t, pro- 
vld111g c!le date, the amount, the full naze and address of the 
pa\.ee, a full descrrption of the considcratro.1 recelT:ed, and oi 
the lm~ef~clar~; of t!:e dis!>xseTent. !!!lere 2s here, kl? e d 1 s!:'lur s 5 - 
merit is for a gift of food and be\-er-ages, the lob!~>r~.st must 
idenxfy eacAh Ferscn Vho received the food and beverage and 
rcporL i-he amount spent for each person. SCYCLIOYI SGiO7(b) (4). 

The foregoing sections requrre that the PGl,Z lobb:~ists' 
e,:penscs !.!>lch are in questicn be reported if tl~a;~ arc dis- 
bur scd fro? the lobo.,ists' accounts. Sucn c penditures of a 
lonbyist must be paid directlyr from t!le lc!>i>;,?sk’s ZCCCJU~;L 1: LIIL>’ 

are incurred "in connccticn ; rth his actil'itics as a lobb-fist.' 
Secti EGlOG (a) . Accordingly, rf the e,.penses 1z-1 question are 
incurred in connectioll i:itn lobbying acti./ities they must be 
reported. 1f they are not so incurred tlley are reportable onlirY, 
rf they have been pard voluntarrly from the lobbyist's aCC0U~t.L~ 

Li All statutory references are to the Government Code unless 
otherwse noted. 

21 We do not here consider to \:hat extent such expenditures or 
reil13bursements for such expenditures may be reportable by the 
lobbyist's employers. Proposed regulatrons regarding reportrng 
by lobbyrsts' employers have been notrced for hearing at the 
September 20-21, 1975, meetrng of the Commission. In addition, 
the reportabrliky by the employer of lobbyist e::penses similar 
to those ln question here will be consrdered in the opinion by 
John W. \7rtt, Request No. 75-57. 
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Approved b: the Commission on August 7, 1975. Concurring: 
Brosnahan, Carpenter, Lowenstein, Mrller and 1Taters. 

Daniel H. Lo\.enstein 
Chairman 


